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This Newsletter has a somewhat different theme. Your scribe has some views about certain 

things and they are going to get aired right here. You might recognise some........... 

 

• JG’s Soapbox 

• Fatigue Management 

• TiSR Progress 

• CAR Part 91.112 Flight Time Recording 

• Last Word 

 

JG’s Soapbox 

 

It may surprise you to know that I personally favour the current Health and Safety 

Legislation and the new stuff that’s coming our way next year isn’t so bad either. But what 

really gets up my nose is the ridiculous interpretations some folk are putting on hazard 

identification. One of our Committeemen was in Australia recently and he was in a 

maintenance hangar there when he noticed that all the 3 pin plugs around the walls were 

covered and locked. He was told that they were covered for safety and when an engineer 

wanted to use an extension lead, he had to get a key from the supervisor to unlock the 3 pin 

plug – as you do! 

 

Well a few weeks ago I was addressing the Fed Farmers’ Policy Conference and I was 

relating this story and mid sentence I stopped – because what I’d spotted was that every 3 

pin plug around their conference room was covered too. “Who did that?” I asked. Most of 

them looked downwards and shuffled then one volunteered that it was done so people 

couldn’t put things into the plug and get electrocuted. My response was that all that would 

do was improve the gene pool! I mean fair go. We’re on the 6th Floor of the Feds building in 

downtown Wellington. Access is by swiping a security card (I’ve never figured out whether 

that’s to keep them in or us out) and the chance of having an infant crawling around in that 

building is pretty remote – so where’s the risk? 

 

This, better than anything, is an example of Hazard Identification going out of control. You 

cannot blame the HSE Act for this situation. It doesn’t say cover up 3 pin plugs. In my 

experience they’re good folk at the Feds and so too are the folk they represent, but they’re 

anything but risk averse.  



The message is that hazard management is about the outcome that is relevant to the 

situation and it is assessed so that it captures likelihood, frequency and consequences.  

Hazard management is not about emotive "over the top" solutions that make everyday 

practice more difficult than it needs to be. That way common sense stays in play. At the end 

of the day the HSE Act still requires people to look after themselves. And with respect to 

common sense: 

Today we mourn the passing of a beloved old friend, Common Sense, who has been with us 

so long that his birth records were long ago lost in the great bureaucratic red tape machine. 

He will be remembered for having cultivated such valuable lessons as: 

Life isn’t always fair 

Maybe it was my fault 

Gravity prevails 

Watch where you put your feet – look after yourself 

 

Common Sense lived by simple yet sound financial practices – don’t spend more than you 

earn. He had a reliable strategy – adults are in charge, not children. 

His health began to deteriorate rapidly when well intentioned but overbearing regulations 

were set in place. Reports of a six year old boy charged with sexual harassment for kissing a 

classmate; teen suspended from school for using mouthwash after lunch; and a teacher 

fired for reprimanding an unruly student only worsened his condition. 

 

Common Sense lost ground when parents attacked teachers for doing the job that they 

themselves had failed to do – disciplining their unruly children. It declined even further 

when schools were required to get parental consent to administer sun block and Elastoplast 

to students; but could not inform parents when a student fell pregnant and wanted to have 

an abortion. 

 

Common Sense lost the will to live when criminals received better treatment than their 

victims and he took a real beating when you couldn’t defend yourself from a burglar in your 

own home and the burglar could sue you for assault. 

 

He gave up the will to live altogether after a woman failed to realise a cup of steaming 

coffee was hot. She spilled a little in her lap, sued and was awarded a huge settlement. 

 

Common Sense was preceded in death by his parents, Truth and Trust, his wife, Discretion; 

his daughter, Responsibility; his son, Reason. He is survived by four stepbrothers, I Know My 

Rights, I Want It Now, Someone Else Is To Blame, and I’m A Victim. 

 

________________________________________ 

 



On another topic our mates in the media can be pretty hard to like sometimes. Does anyone 

else resent the way they refer to people simply by their surname? I recently heard a Radio 

NZ Morning Report reporter in one sentence call that big German fellow “Mr Dotcom” 

whilst in the same sentence call our Prime Minister, “Key.” Unforgivable!  

 

I have a view that the media no longer report the news - these days they control it. I’ve had 

several calls from media over recent days all wanting the good gen on Helipro. In all but one 

case they wanted me to make a certain statement because I’m sure it would have suited 

their storyline. In all cases they were disappointed. No use crying ‘foul’ as they simply hide 

behind their “rights” under our freedom of speech policy. Are they responsible? You’re 

joking. 

 

Yet another publication recently ran a two page article that was factually incorrect in so 

many places that it beggars belief, yet absolutely no attempt was made to verify the 

allegations that were made. That was simply avoided by publishing the article under the 

“Opinion” label. 

 

Fatigue Management 

 

As promised, NZAAA has developed a Fatigue Risk Management Programme and had it 

accepted by CAA’s HSE Unit. If you haven’t already got one working you are welcome to 

copy this one. It is in the Members Only area of the NZAAA website. If you’ve forgotten your 

login just phone Andrew Nicholson at 04 4722707 or email him at 

andrew.nicholson@aia.org.nz   

 

TiSR Project 

 

Both NZAAA and NZHA members have responded well to the request for funding to get this 

project underway. At the time of writing we are still short and need more dollars. Ask 

Aviation NZ for an invoice or just deposit the money to: 

Aviation NZ Acct 03 0502 0013493 001 We are looking for donations in multiples of $500 + 

GST. A tax invoice will always be issued. A million thanks to those who have already 

contributed. 

 

CAR Part 91.112 Flight Time Recording 

 

In the Fatigue Management Programme discussed above we have referred to the Ag 

dispensation for complying with CAR Part 91.112. That rule requires that the take off time 

for every flight is recorded and clearly that is of little value and very onerous in Ag. NZAAA 

has asked CAA to explain to all 137 holders what the rule expectation is as it seems there is 

widespread confusion. 



Last Word 

Last Word this month comes to you from NZAAA’s Training and Safety Committee who say: 

About the up and coming season, we can expect fickle spring weather and pressure to 

operate in slightly more marginal conditions to get work done. Back off a bit if you’re un-

current, download or increase safety margins if operating near yours or your aircraft’s limit. 

And don’t forget to ask yourself, IM SAFE? (If you don’t know what it means look on CAA 

website under publications) 

 

Have a good season and remember there is always another day tomorrow.  

 

Send any feedback to sinclairjg@gmail.com and remember  

 

   

 

 

 

 

 

If you want a TiSR it 

is up to you 


